Those oj us who are engaged in writing across the curriculum are just beginning to see how radical the issues really are.
As a result of these efforts. writing across the curriculum is starting to stir up some grass roots enthusiasm. My own recent experi ence bears this out: In the past year and a half. I've gotten a surprising number of invitations from middle school. high school. and junior college cUrriculum coordinators and department chairpersons to lead writing across the curriculum workshops. In addition to offering participants a blueprint and design, these workshops usually promote a spontaneous enthusiasm and healthy exchange of ideas.
OVer a two-three day period. for example. workshop partiCipants and leaders usually spend time composing a series of "writing to learn" activities-informal learning log entries, journal writes, and expressive freewrltes-which we then shape and develop into more formal. content specific writing projects. OVer the course of the workshop, many teachers discover-some for the first time-that in addition to using writing to reason and think critically. it's also okay to use writing to discover and express their own ideas. In short. they experience first hand the power of content-area writing as a means of learning.
FollOwing the workshops, the most avid teachers will form their own after-school writing groups, many of which cut across disciplines and grade levels. Others will begin developing writing to learn activities That's not to say that writing across the curriculum ought to withdraw completely from the political arena. Its advocates should continue to promote their poSition. They should lobby. infiltrate and challenge the educational establishment. and continue to make publ1c their ideals and programs. But, for the movement to have a real chance of influencing future language learning. its leaders need to accept writing across the cUrriculum (at least for the present) as a minority. alternative approach-and to use that to its advantage.
I feel that writing across the curriculum programs will be more prodUctive if they don't compete with current institutional policy.
Instead. some immediate projects the movement's supporters can initiate are: school/college in-service collaboration: teacher-training workshops for interested colleagues: pre-college summer reading and writing programs: Young Readers' and Young Writers' workshops: tutorial programs for school and college students: and an annual national conference to expose its ideas to a larger audience of educators.
It's taken almost two decades for writing across the curriculum to gain even a small foothold inside the educational system. And it will take additional time and exposure to its principles before any mass refonn in language learning occurs. If and when that time comes, we want to be around to enjoy it. In the meantime, like the Libertarian political party, we need to make sure we're always on the ballot. To ensure that, we need to keep on participating in ongoing pedagogical debates, and we need to keep our ideas always accessible to those who want to consider an alternative view.
In the next few decades, then, I believe that we should keep re defining our programs, expanding our networks, and mapping our strate gies. As the society becomes more pluralistic, it becomes even more urgent that alternative approaches to language learning-like this one-remain as options for interested teachers and students. In short, if writing across the curriculum is to be a catalyst for current and future refonn, we need to concentrate our energies on the continual and on going development of voluntary communities of language teachers and learners-individuals and groups committed to using language for personal growth and discovery, for inquiry, and for sharing infonnation and knowledge.
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